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[When we view the historical development of the world since 
the Renaissance, we find that the one principle about whieh the wealth 
of facts can be harmonkously grouped is that of nationalism, / Bver 
cinee Lhe world-state idealaig® the Middle Ages were left behind, this 
principle has been the touchstone of true statesmanship. he reputation 
of a statesman, as well as his permanent influence on human affairs, 
devends on his power to understand and aid the historical evolution, from 
out the medieval chaos, of strong national states, Genius could not 
countervail this law of development. Even Napoleon was unsuccessful 
whenever his policy opposed the innate strength if hationalism, AS we 
enumerate the great statesmen whose personalities have left a permanent 
impress on the institutions of their countries, such as Louis X1l., 
Wolsey, =lizabeth, Richelieu, Henry 1V., Cromwell, Chatham, Cavour, and 
Bismarck, we find that their title to greatness rests upon the manner 
in whieh they aided a national state in realizing its independence and 
deve loping its character. |} 
Especially duing the nineteenth century has nationalism been 
a conscious influence in political life, The nations that, at its 
beginning, had partly achieved their independent political existence, 
have since been striving for the attainment of completely self-sufficing 
life; whi@e those races that regard themselves as unjustly held in 
bondage by others have been engaged in a stern struggle fo obtain national 
independence, Success has not been the equal portion of the striving 
races, Germany and Italy, which have most nearly approached their ideal, 
are still looking yearningly toward the completion of their work by the 
addition of Austria end Trieste to the national states to which they 
respectively belong. The Hungarians, whose nationalism is most violently 
enthusiastic, have carried their nativistic policy so far as to destroy 
the economic resources of other parts of the Austrian Empire, as, for 
instance, the forests of Dalmatia, in order to proteet their own economic 
existence. Uther races have been less successful, either from a lack 
of political genius or from the overpowering strength of their political 
superiors, An aid to the successful, the prineiple of nationalism, has 
been turned against the less fortunate, Under its influence attempts 
are constantly being made to force races like the Irish, the Poles, and 
the "ims into uhwilling assimilation with nations that are politically 
organized and superior in strength, For it is necessary to distinguish 


the spirit of nationalism from that of particularism just as sharply 
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as from that of the world state of the Middle Ages; it does not look ° 
with favor upon local pecularities and variations, but rather stands 
for a thoroughgoing assimilation of all the component parts of the nation 
th as thus come about that the successful nations have ; 
developed a clearly marked individuality, The cosmopolitanism of the 
Middle Ages and of the Renaissance, the dreams of vorld unity, have been 
replaced by a set of narrower national ideals concerning customs, laws 
literature, and art, - by a community of independent states, each striving 
to realize to the fullest its individual aptitudes and characteristics, 
4 18 not necessary to infer from this a universal reign of chauvinism 
Tre idea of the seneral solidarity of mankind is still strong enough ; 
to restrain national action in some measure. In ordinary times there is 
a healthy competition betwean the members of the international common— 
wealth, ~ & competition sharpened by the knowledge of that temporary 
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weakness may mean loss of national existence, Meanwhile international 
law holds a balance between the states by preventing any of the stronger 
members from unjustly oppressing the smaller civilized nati ons, j 
Under these conditions, too great ugiformity of civilization is avoided, 
and humanity is given an opportunity to devetop its varying characteristics. 
‘ts the ideal of the period is as far removed from the dead uniformity : 
of a world empire on the one hand, as it is on the other from the distracting 
anarchy of a regime of mere local custom, lhe workd commuyjity idea of 
the ereat founders of international law, Grotius and Suarez, and of — 
philosophers of eternal peace, like Saint-Pierre and Kant, is reconcilable 
- with the existence of national states, if it is unde rstoofl to imply, not 
political union, but the aetive co-operation of all nations in the common 
work of mankind] 
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[Free from all ties of the world, having no family 
cares to distract their attention, they are at prefect liberty to 
follow their vocation, which is, like the Apostles, to be all things 
to all men, in order to gain souls to Jesus Christ’ As the Son of 
God came on earth to save man, so the missionaries who continueHis 
work, set aside their prejudices and conform themselves, as far as is 
allowable to the manners of the people they wish to convert, 

This being an essential condition to ensure success, the missi onaries 
lead the life and wear the dress of the Chinese, so that there may be 
as little difference, and as few causes of distrust, between them and 
the people as possible, and a closeness of intercourse which will 
enable them to smooth away many difficulties, and to study and under- 
stand the good and bad qualities of the soil they have to cultivate, 

At the same time by their sacred calling they are able to discern 

the virtues and the vices of individuals; they come in contact with 
families, and in this way they acquire knowledge of many a detail 
connected with the life of the people. The Chinese do not consider 
them as travellers or mere birds of passage, but as neighbors who speak 
the same language, and very often as dear friends living under the 
Same roof. In one word, China is the adopted home in which the 
Catholic missionaries live and die, and which they love in spite of 
many privations and hardships, that are not as well known as the 
dangers of ill-treatment and murder, and yet are the ereat cause of 
the mortality that so rapidly thins the ranks of these zealous priests.] 
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fhe Trappists, Jesuits, Marists, and other Roman Catholic 
missionaries, keep their native converts in a subordinate po sition, 
enforcing a strict discipline and insisting on industrial training. 
"ZT noticed in the ehurch of the splendid Trappist Mission in Natal," writes 


Mr.A.Colquhoun, "that the members of the Order, the lay prothers, and the 
native congregation, each had their special place in which they worshipped" ; 


and he points out that, although a native may sometimes become a lay 
prother, the Roman Catholic bodies teamit no natives to their orders, 
and maintain a strictly disciplinarian relation with all their converts, 
never admitting then to an equality in matters ecclesiastical." ee 
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They have severed themselves deliberately from the Greeks, or rather from all 

that is good in the yorld, Incapable of co-operating for any useful and 

wae ste they yet are masters of the art of undermining a hous eho lft and 
tting its members by the ears. Not a word, not en idea, not a See0 or 

1 eee has ever borne fruit, They take no part in organising festi vals, 


nor do they pay honour to the gods. They occupy no seats on civic cor amet 


comfort the sad, they never reconeige those who are at variance, 


ing for the advancement of the young, or indeed of anybody. 
Cy —_—_——" 

They take no thought for style, but creep into a corner and talk stupidly 

They are venturing already on t} he eream of Greece end calling themselves . 
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"The first is the danger of a religious eclecticism, 
which has already attained formidable proportions in Japan, and 
which will, I fear, before long, start propaganda in China and 
India, and turn many heads. It is by no means confined to 
frankly non-Christian circles , which speak quite openly of a 
development of Christianity by the incorporation of Buddhist 
and Confucianist doctrines, but also Japanese native Christians, 
including conspicuous preachers, who are questioning the final- 
ity of Christianity, and are leaving it an open question what 
and how much can be taken over from other religions in order to 
complete the Christian faith. I cannot stop to prove this, in 
this short message of greeting, but if you study the accurate 
reports which are not idealistic, which come from Japan, you 
will find sufficient proof of what I say. It is not the first 


time that a young native Church has found itself face to face 
- win 
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. with eclectic dangers of this sai As you know from your 
Chureh history, such dangers existed in the early Christian 
centuries. In the Far Fast, we stand now only on the threshold 
of these dangers; but do not close your eyes to them and, in 

so far as you may be called to take a part in the Christianizing 
of those lands, spare no effort that the old apostolic Gospel 

is not mingled with heathen elements. 

The other danger is that of a premature complete inde- 
pendence of the young native Churches from the parent Christen- 
dom. Of course, it is the objective of all missionary agencies 
to raise up self-supporting, self-giverning, and self-extending 
native Churches, and our whole missionary aim is, at present, 
directed towards educating them to independence of this kind. 
But a healthy education avoids sudden leaps. We must first have 
Christians who are mature, well grounded in Christian doctrine, 
stable in morals, capable of an independent judgment in spir- © 
itual matters, rich in Christian experience, before we can con- 
stitute ‘completely independent native Churches. Without that 
guarantee, there is, as experience everywhere shows, the dan- 
_ger of a religious and moral declension. If a doctrine, right 
enough in itself, lacks practical pedagogic wisdom in its actual 


application to life, it becomes a dangerous theorizing." 
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{let every native Church 
once founded be left to itself or be helped only by letters of advice, 
as the Churches of Asha were, to seek for itself the rule of life which 
best Suits Christianity in ‘ndia, to press that part of Christi anity most 
welcome to the people, to urge thefiedosmatic truths which most attract 
and hold them. We in England have almost forgotten thoge discussions on the nature 
of God which divided the astern Empire of Rome, and which among Vhristian 
Indians would probably revive in their fullest force, It is the very test 
of Christianity that it can adapt itself to all civilizations and improve 
all, and the true native Churches of India will no more be like the Reformed 
Churches of Europe than the Churches of Yorkshire ane like the Churches of 
Asia Minor, Strange beliefs, strange organi zations, many of them spiritual 
despotisms of a lofty type, like that of Keshub Chunder Sen, the most original 
of all modern indians, wild aberrationsfrom the truth, it may be even monstrous 
heresies, will appear among them, but there will be life, conflict, energy, 
and the faith will spread, not as it does now like a fire in a middle-class 
stove, but like a fire in the forest, There is far too much fear of imperfect 
Christianity inthe wiole missionary organization. Christianity is always 
imperfect in its beginnings. The majority of Christians in Constantine's 
time would have seemed to modern missionaries mere worldiings; the converted 
Saxons were for centuries violent brutes; and the mass of Christians 
throughout the world are even now no better than indifferents. None the 
less is it true that the race which embraces Christianity, even nominally, 


rises with a bound out of its former position, and contains in itself thence- 
‘ymmard the seed of anobler and more lasting lite.| , 
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MISSION POLICY IN ASIA. 


Rey. F. B, Meyer Holds that the Time May Be Ripe 
for Withdrawing Foreign Control—An In- 
digenous Church Essential—Reyv. Dr. 
Mabie’s Opinion of the Situation. 


Ought the churches of America and Europe to 
withdraw their missionaries from China, on the theory 
that they have done enough to plant the Christian 
religion there? Ought they to do the same by India? 
Under present conditions in China, what ought 
churches at home to do? 

There is to be a conference at the end of this month, 

held in New York, and almost wholly to discuss this 
question. THE CuHurcu Economist asked the Rey. F. 
B. Meyer, pastor of Christ Congregational Church, 
London, these questions. The Rey. Mr. Meyer has 
for twenty years had part in the control of organized 
work in India. Moreover, he has spoken in almost 
every Indian city of importance. Still further, he is a 
great leader of action in England, as is well known. 
In reply he dictated the following, later correcting the 
manuscript in order that it might exactly set forth his 
position. 
} “It might be the very best thing for China, and 
‘India as well, if all the American and European mis- 
sionaries would have to clear out. I have had no per- 
}sonal experience or observation in China, but I have 
‘in India. The one thing lacking in the life of the 
Indian Christians is independence. They lean on the 
foreign missionaries. If the missionaries went two 
things would happen: 


“1. The ‘rice Christians’ would drop off. 


“9_ Those on whom real growth must depend would 
be compelled to take a determined stand, and through 
them the Holy Ghost would probably produce a 
native Christian Church that would prove the one 
organization for the eyangelization of India. I doubt 
if India can be evangelized by present methods. Both 
American (to an extent) and English missionaries 
stand as the representatives of a conquering race, 
to whom the weak cringe or depend for support, and 
from whom the self-reliant stand aloof. 

“As in the case of Madagascar the awful persecu- 
tion in the sixties proved the means of developing 
a strong Madagascar Church, so persecutions in 
China incident to the present upheaval may well prove 
under God the development of a strong Chinese 
Church. In China the Gospel is not now indigenous. 
I think the time is ready for withdrawal of the foreign- 
ers. The early Christian Church had not as long a 
time of probation before its leaders were given up 
to martyrdom, and yet the Church stood. It will 
stand in China, the more so that the Chinese have 
the Scriptures. For that matter, my judgment is that 
the principle hoids more in China than in India, and 
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from my own knowledge I am convinced that the 
American and European missionaries will have to leave 
India before the work there becomes truly successful. 
The Chinese character is of stronger stuff than the 
Indian. The Chinese make superb preachers, and are 
excellent evangelists. Of course the Europeans and 
Americans would leave the property there for native 
use. In this whole matter I am only trying to inter- 
pret what I think to be the course of God's provi- 
dence. Christendom has never had a chance to know 
‘the splendid stuff of which native Christians in China 
fare made. Withdraw the foreign Christian workers 
jand I believe we shall soon force the Church in both 
countries to become indigenous and independent, and 
-/see it prosper as it can never prosper under present 
\consions 
The Rey. Dr. Henry C. Mabie, senior secretary of 
the American Baptist Missionary Union, when asked 
the same question, said: 


“T am trying to get the suggestion before the 
churches that they hold, unitedly or individually, a 
week of fasting and prayer. For the last fortnight I 
have been writing letters to everybody I know urging 
such action. In old times it was the practice to wait 
upon God for His guidance. We should go back to 
the custom. We should not only pray, but fast as 
well, and-all Christendom should unite, for the action 
of China is a challenge to all of us. We do not know 
what to do. I am sure I don’t, and in this matter I’ve 
yet to meet anyone who is wiser than 1am. When in 
such a situation it is our duty to wait upon God and 
learn His will. Of course, many prayers are being 
offered, but what I want to see is the nations, the 
Christian nations, on their knees. 


“Tt may be that the time has come when the mis- 
sionaries should be withdrawn from China, perhaps 
also from India. Who is to say? That would be a 
graye responsibility. There are millions of Chinese 
who never heard of Christ. Relatively the same 
situation obtains at home. Are the leaders to stop 
work at home? The early fathers were murdered, and 
Christianity lived, but see how long it lay almost dor- 
mant, The world cannot afford again to go through 
that long period of night. Chinese and Indian Christ- 
ians may be lacking in self reliance, and it may be that 
we ought to clear out, but let us first ascertain what 
God thinks. I have been especially well pleased with 
the course of President McKinley and Secretary Hay. 
Our Government seems to be doing the right thing 
at always the right time. Who knows but it is 
directed by God Himself, and that here we are to find 
the finger of Providence? If so, what better than 
for the people in the churches to pray unitedly for 
guidance, for grace to see the finger and to follow 
in the direction it indicates?” 

[We invite views from our readers on this most 
important and timely subject.—Epiror CuurcH 
Economisv. | 
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"It would seem to follow, then, that we must make them the 

actors in missionary work, and must not let them be merely the persons 

who are always acted on. We must throw responsibility on them, and 

throw on them difficulties,too, as they occur; and, placing them in the 

arena, in the sight of Sod and man, we must let them act, and see how 

they will act, and encourage them to act well, and of themselves. 

Have we not, we may ask, made duties, and especially ““ission duties, 

too easy for native Christians; so that they are still, even now, many 

of them, mere babes, without self-reliance, or ability originate 

or carry out measures by themselves; so that, without any will or 

wish of their own, they are like the pieces at a game of chess, put forward 

by the player, and, when left to themselves, remain everlastingly in the 

Same position in which they were pleced ? It would seem that they 

must begin to act for themselves; to preach for themselves; to condart 

Schools for themselves; to go out on itinerations for themselves; to publish 

books for themselves; to raise subscriptions for themselves; to live 

by themselves; leaning on no arm but their om and God's," 
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7 (p.50) "In fact, we may take it as an assured fact that the mere existence 
and perséstent activity of the individual Christian comnunities did more 
_than any th ing baa i to bring about the extension of the Christian religio 
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The most numerous and successful missionaries of the 
| Christian religion were not the regular teachers but Christians themselves, 
by dint of their loyalty and courage. How little we hear of the former 
and their results! how much of the effects produced by the latter! 


HV 0 Vou. p.458, 

If this dominated all their life, and if they lived according 
to the precepts of their religion, they could not be hidden at all; 
by their very mode of living they could not fail to preach their faith 
plainly and audibly. Then there was the conviction that the day of 
judgment was at hand, and that they were debtors to the heathen, 
Furthermore, so far from narrowing Christianity, the exclusiveness of 
the GOspel was a powerful aid in promoting its mission, Owing to the 
sharp dilemma which it involved. 
| We cannot hesitate to believe that the great mission of 
|Christianity was in reality accomplished by means of informal 
_Missionaries. Justin says so explicity. p.460. 
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sappert-H) What are the facts? 
Se caee I have already spoken of the 

9000 native evangelists at work H 
in the country. These are all maintained by the i 
Native Church. The same is true of the twenty- 
| seven native clergy. Nor is this all. The churches 
and schools of the country—some 700 in number 
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| —are built, repaired, and maintained by the Natives 


_ themselves. In one word, the whole work of 
the Native Church—its educational, pastoral, and 
| missionary work—is maintained entirely from native 


sources. Net one single halfpenny of English money 
is employed in its maintenance. 

What is the secret of the attainment of this most 
desirable state of things? Two things from the very 
beginning have been kept steadily in view. First, 
the necessity of bringing home to the minds of the 
converts a sense not merely of the duty and ve- 
sponsibility, but also of the privilege, of giving to 
the support of their own Church ; and secondly (and 
this is vitally important), the setting one’s face “like 
a flint” against the employment by the missionaries 
of Huropean funds in the work of the Native Church. 

Eiris~so=easy~tonappealto™wealthy and generous 
friends at home for 101. or 151. for the support of a 
Bible-woman or 2 native evangelis so difficult 
to continue in the work culcating by slow 
degrees the responsi intend privilege of giving. 
But here agaipsas in the case of self-extension, self- 
denial _yaest “come in, and the temptation to appeal 


toddving friends at home must be resisted at ail costs. 
| Weare 


hearing continually of the deficits of 
missionary societies: and no wonder, when their 
funds are so largely employed in the maintenance of 
Native Churches. Numbers of Native Christians are 


| being deprived of the inestimable privilege of sup- 


porting their own Church by the mistaken kindness 
of missionaries and missionary societies. Such mis- 
sionaries and such societies are, in my opinion, 
inflicting a eruel wrong on those Native Churches 
whose burdens they seek to bear. They are depriving 
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In connection with the establishment of the Presbytery 
the Irish missionaries did a generous thing. Sripinally they ware 
ecclesiastically connected with the Presbytery by which they had been 
ordained, through which they had an organic connection with the 
General Assembly. As One man cannot properly be a member of two 
| presbyteries, the Irish members proposed to sever their connection 
with the home Presbytery, in order to be free to become members of 
the Presbytery of Manchuria, 

At our first meeting of Presbytery it was resolved also 
that the native Presbytery would have no control Over the funds or 
“he persons from abroad. ach society on the field would still 


. ae 
continue to hold the same relations to the home Boards as formerly. 

| But the native Presbytery would have control of all funds contributed 
by the native Church, and of all other Church matters whatsoever 
appretaining to the Presbyterian Church of Manchuria. It would de~ 

| fine the terms of admission into the Church, the causes and modes 

Of discipline; it would take charge of the conduct of worship and the 
administration of all Church affairs. The Presbytery is meantime 
the supreme court of the Church. pp.126,127. 
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[The editor of the Indian Standard observes: 

'The missionaries think that they have cut themselves off from the 
home Church and fully identified themselves with the Church in India, 
but of course they have really done nothing of the kind. They are 
all under their respective Mission boards, which are committees of the 
home churches. ‘The true presbytery knows nothing of a body of 
ministers from a foreign land, outnumbering the native ministry and 
independent of it, and yet dominating all presbyterial action by their 
vote, and the expedient of cutting the ecciesiastical tie with home 
does not solve the problem. . . . St present the missionaries are 
virtually in the position of the House of Lords, with this advantage, 
that theybsit and vote in both houses.' 

The native leaders are not slow to see that the missionary 
is not really subject to the native Church. When a missionary in 
Japan said that he regarded himself as under the jurisdiction of the 
Japanese Church, Mr.Uyemra replied: ‘The missionaries who have 
joined our presbyteries are in no true sense integral parts of the 
Japanese Church. They are members in name, but in fact they are 
mder the control of an outside organization. a 
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or Ethiopian movement has as its origin a desire on the part of a 


section of the Christianised natives to be freed from control by European 
hurches, ts ranks are recruited from every denomination Carrying on 
extensive operations in South ‘Africa, and there is in each case little 
or no dostrinal divergence from the tenets of the parent Church, though 

it is alleged, ani the Commis Sion fears with truth, that relaxed strictness 
in the moral standard maintained frequently follows, +t is the outcome 

of a desire on the part of the natives for ecclesiastical self-support and 
self-control, first taking tangible form in the secession of discontented 


and restless spirits from religious bodies under the supervision of 


European mis sionaries]> tu - A 
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we etusatt omy tee Ae ieee fiir ecclesiastical ea es 
ee jane alas to a real longing for national union vorogee ie e 
themselves, OU of the church;” and he points out that, owing to the dis-_ 
spiritual head iis aelete @ by which the natives are divided, it 
+inetions Seek a 3 ance feeling should find its first expression 
was natura! vanity. similag views are expressed by the Rev. F.3. Bridgman 
east th sthopian Movement read bwfore the Missionary conference 
in & DAGr Or ne fach,” Hemme wanet)e gaat Teco, hitherto oossoat 
pe te ¢ Test pegun to aspire is momentous." And the Coad jutor-Bishop 
ap ONBE ae . ho, as chaplain to the Order of Ethopia, had special opportuni- 
OF eae eee ving the inner workimg and epirit of tho movement, deointon 
ee icc that its "root-rpinciple is, I believe, patriotism; in other 
none the self-assertion of a growing mational life. . + * 


It is perhaps surprising that so able a body of men as the leading South Afria@ 
missionaries, with their lone and intimate experience of native affairs, 

should in this instance have failed so signally to read the signs of the times, 
Had they gpuaged the position more accurately, it is conceivable that they might 
have been able to direct the movement into safe channels, and to have 

diverted painful breaches between native churches and their parent missions. 
But the workings of the native mind have often proved inscrutable to the 

white man. . . Setting aside their personal feelings, they have endeavoured 
to do justice to the aims of the secessionists, and have sought to pro- 

mote what is best in the movement, while restraining its abuses and extrava~ 
gances. 
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It is now more than thirty years since the Church was first 


founded, and already it hasa history that may tightly be described 


as eventful. Among its ministers and private members there are 
many who are well deserving of respect.. It extends from one end 


of Japan to the other, and carries on its work through a Synod, 


presbyteries, and congregations. It has a Board of Missions actively 
engaged in the work of evangelization and the establishment of 
churches. Therefore it seems to it reasonable to claim that it has a 
right to a yoice in all work carried on within its organization or 
closely connected with it. That is the principle for which the 
Synod stands; and for which it believes that Churches in other 


Jands, under like circumstances, would stand. 
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The question of co-operation has agitated the Church and the 
missions from time to time for nearly fifteen years; and there are 
| those who think the agitation uncalled for, since co-operation is 

already .a matter of fact. Whether it is matter of fact or not 
depends upon the sense in which the word co-operation is used. The 
| fact that the missions employ evangelists, aid in the support of 
\ pastors, establish and maintain Preaching places, while at the same 
time they also in fact Practically retain such matters solely within 
their own control, does not in itself constitute co-operation ; if by 


co-operation is meant a co-working which recognizes the principle for 


which the Synod stands, Even though the work done extends the 


Church, the system as a system is that of an imperivm in imperzo. 


The co-operation which the Church seeks is a co-operation of 
the missions as missions with the Church as a Church. The 
missions and the Church, acting as independent Organizations, 
should make clear and definite arrangements with each other under 
the principle set forth; and the work of the missions as missions 
carried on within or in close connection with the organization of the 
Church should be controlled by such arrangements, Co-operation 
should find a partial analogy in the alliance between England and 


Japan ; not in the relations between Japan and Korea, 
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We appeal next to the missionaries. | 
Mn the first place that you would dis- 
solye your mission church and join 
the Kumi-ai churches in those- places 
where you severally reside. You 
have come here for the purpose of 
converting Japan, and there is no 


) reason for not uniting with our church- 
es, Then without hesitation become 
associate members of our Missionary 
\ Society, and take part in all its evange- 
listic work under the direction of the 
Society. Of couree as individual mem- 
bers and workers you would share with 
us appropriate duties and responsibili- 

) ties, and stand in the same rank ag we. 
Could we not then say for the first time 
that you were really promoting the 

conversion of Japan ? 

If we were to state our ideal it is 
this, that as there is neither male nor 
female in the church, so there should 


sfied w 

} ries fitting our labours and position. 
| This emphatically would be to gain the 
"| respect and following of a foreign na- 
ion. But if this is mere talk and 


with our missionary society. 

“We hear that since the war began 
some of the great commercial houses 
are deeply considering the future. 
Those houses that are doing a world 
business are wondering whether it is 
not best to abolish foreign manage- 


|ment, and pass over the local branches 


to natives of the respective. countries, © 
retaining foreigners for duty- simply 
in matters pertaining to their own 
country. Even for business houses 
this plan is no miscalculation, since it 
would be a gain for both sides. We 
are ashamed that this move did not 


- originate in our religious world, but was 


originators of this work rejoice in ex- 
| periencifig the meaning of the word 


first announced from the business world. 
As for immediate and. decisive steps, 
rather than doing ntbing there are 
numerous things that were better donc. 
We hope that the American Board will 
‘be the first of all foreign boards to have | 
the honour of takin this decisive step. 
Foreign missions were originally under- | 
‘taken in the hope that native churches 
would attain to independence and self- 
apport. Now the prayers of all earnest 
riends.in the Lord ere being answered, 
@ the time is come for the Kumi-ai 
Church to proclaim an independence 
that agrees with facts. Will not the 


“Be that hati the bride is the 
egroom; but the friend of the 
groom which standeth and heareth — 
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I kmow of nothing better than what was written by Bishop Caldwell 


a few years ago- He says: ‘I cannot imagine any yjerson who has lived 
and worked amongst uneducated heathens innthe rural districts believing 
them to be influenced by high motives in anything they 40. They have 
never heard of such things 4s high motives, and they cannot for a long 
time be made to comprehend what high motives mean. An inquiry into 
their motives, with a view to ascertaining whether they are spiritual 
or not, will seem to them like an inquiry into their acquaintance with 
Greek or algebra. They will learn what good motives mean, I trust, 
in time--and, perhaps, high motives, too-——if they remain lone enough 
under Christian teaching and discipline; but till they discard heathenism, 
with its debasing aidolatries and superstitions, and place themsel ves 
under the wangs of the church, there is not the slighest chance, as it 
appears to me, of their motives becoming better than they are. » + + 
The only hope for them lies in their admission as s00n as possible into 
Christ’s school. ... Whatever the motive, provided it is not sordid 
ordisgraceful, we receive them.” p.206. = 
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Recognizing that Christian character is a growth, and that the facts 
of Scripture “and of life, teach that patience and education are neces- 
sary to the development of high moral standards and the realization of 
these standards in conduct, it is believed that it is unprofitable to expect 
the fruits of eighteen centuries of Christian culture to be reproduced in 
4% generation on the niission field, and unjust to demand them as condi- 
tions of fadmission to‘the Church. At the same time, the vital impor-| 
tance of establishing from the outset, right ideals in the native churches 
must be recognized, and the weight of judgment should be given in sup- 
port of those missionaries who contend fora relatively high standard 
of admission and discipline as essential to the strength and purity of the 
native church. It is not regarded as permissible, for example, that poly- 
gamists should be admitted to the Lord’s Supper, or the establishment 
of distinctions between Baptism and the Lord’s Supper which render the 
former only an introductory and inconclusive ordinance, open to those 
who are merely catechumens, Thorough instruction of inquirers before 
Baptism, and the inculcation of high ‘moral obligations, should be pro- 
vided for. On the other hand, regard should be had to the antecedents 
and environment of the people, and emphasis should be laid not so much 
upon extended knowledge or even conformity to set requirements, as 


upon earnestness, genuine faith, and that sincere acceptance of Christ 
which will issue in true living. 
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“When I maintain that caste must go, that to 

7 make terms with it is to break once for all with 
the practical Gospel of Christ, I am not to be 

taken for a moment as intending that the educated 

Brahmin, with his social refinement, is to be 

treated as a traitor to Ohristianity, if he determine 

to marry his children to no one whose social 

| position would render their happiness impossible.” 
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Between the caste 
spirit and the spirit of Christ, there is an 
irreconcilable opposition, whether that caste 
spirit is manifested in the caste system of 
India or in the social distinctions of the 
West. But just as there are social distince- 
tions in the West which have nothing to do 
with a caste spirit, so there are social dis- 
tinctions and social habits in India which, 
thoush connected with the caste system, are 
not bound up with the caste spirit. While 
it is quite true that caste is religious as well 
as social, it must be borne in mind that the 
India of to-day is by no means the India of a 
hundred years ago. In no respect has India 
changed more during the past century than 
in the position which caste occupies in the 
thought of the Hindu of to-day, as compared 
with that of his forebears of a century ago. 
There has been a divorce going on between 
caste and religion, which the missionary of 
the twentieth century will do well to recog- 
nise. Amongst the educated Hindus it is 
hardly too much to say that the religious 
aspect of caste has largely ceased to be 
operative. While the same cannot be said 
of those uninfluenced by English education, 
yet in many parts of India the bond between 
religion and caste has been very greatly 
loosened, and while casts is still jealously 
guarded, it is far more as a social than as a 
religious system. These changes make it 
imperative for us to change our attitude 
towards the question of caste, and distin- 
guish between the real caste spirit with 

_ which we can make no terms, and the social 
habits and customs which are merely a 
stage in social development. Already there 
are signs that the time is coming when the 
acceptance of Christianity will not involve that 
breach with the past which hitherto has been 
inevitable 
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"If you look for the souros oF the financial wealmess and the umisatisfactory 
history of the Church in Japan in regard to relations with the missionary 
body, you will find that one fact explains both, It has been the EGOE 
but proud ae ad who have filled the churches and the ministry, 

They have been to us a strength and a weakness, our pride and our torment, 
The Heimin, or plebian population, have been too ignorant and supersti~ 
tious, too mich whder the domination of their Buddhist priests and their 
Shinto school-masters, to open the ear to the Word, But we are at last 
getting at the Heimin, and thore are better days ahead, We shall never 
have outimiéial . steady churches till they are made up lesstof ee 


officials, army and navy men, teachers, and students, and more of Bae 
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3F. ‘ Becarefuk-to maintain in all your Missions, the worship and order, 
as well as the doctrine of your own Church, “e have no desire either to cherish 
ourselves, or to recommend to you a sectarien spirit, But we cannot think that a 
warm attachment to our own beloved Church, and a decided preference of its rites 
and polity, deserve to be so styled. As long as we believe them to be founded on the 
Word of God, we must consider an adkerence to them as our incumbent duty. : 
And as you are the representatives among the heathen of the Church of your choice, 
we trust you will faithfully maintain all its claims and usages.” ath tment 
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“The one grand object, of course, which every 
evangelist must pursue, is the development of an 
indigenous Church, which shall work upon lines 
of its own, taking nothing from European : 
Christianity but the Bible, the Creeds, the Sacra- i 


ments, and the historic Orders of the Ministry.” | 
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, Lwith j 
ta ibe some amount of wonder, what there would 
be left to take from European Christianity, 
after you have taken the Creeds, which re- j 
present its theology, the Sacraments, which } 
stand for its conception of ritual, and the 
Orders of the Ministry, which, presumably, 
represent its ecclesiastical organisation? If 
all these are to be imposed bodily upon the 
Indian Church, one wonders upon what 
“lines of its own,” the indigenous Church is 
going to work. The author seems to join us 
in this wonder, for he immediately adds :— 
“The goal may lie centuries in front of us. 
At present it is not in sight, even dimly 
_ descried on the horizon.” As long as Chris- [ 


tianity is identified, as our author seems to. 

identify it, with Western theclogy, Western. j 
_ ritual, and Western ecclesiasticism, so long | 
| will the Chee Hamiation of India be delayed, | 
Req pho Tadian Church remain an exo ic,. 
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[The Indian Church has failed of the whole to produce a distinctive 
theology capable of reaching the minds and hearts of the people. The 
religious history of India would lead us to look for something of this ~ 
kind, Yet the nearest approach to a distinctively Indian interpretation 
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| of Christ hs come from a non-Christian sect, the Bralmo Samaj. 

|The cause is not far to seek, Indian Christianity is as yet a 

_western produet in the process of being grafted on to India. The 

| children of converts know little of, and care less for, the whole 

| heritage of Indian thought and religioj. They are brought up with a 
stock of Christian ideas in a society of their own, The conversion of 

| their parents has severed all the old relationships, ‘Another con- 

| sideration which throws light on this barreness of the Idian Christian 
| religious mind is the faet that up to the present the members of the 

i Church have been drawn from castes which do not afford a soil in which 
i theological ideas naturally spring up and come to harvest, There have 
been Christians like K.M.Banerji and Nehemiah Goreh, but the converts 

| from the castes which show special philosophical aptitudes are few and 
| insufficient to form an intelleetual society in which there cen be 

)a free interchange of ideas- “ew interpretations of Christian doct&ine 
|) will scarcely be possible till the intellectual level of the Indian Church 
|. is raised either by greater accessions from the Brahman class, or by an 
extraordinary development of the mina@ of _the out-caste people who 

| form the bulk of the Christian community.) 
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But [the mission of the missionary is not merely to propagate 
ideas. With his own character he mst seek to influence the character 
of others. We mst pay the profoundest respect to the character of 
England and America, which has been nurtured now for over a thousand 
years. Without doubt there are among them contempitabl e men, but when 
we speak of them as a whole, it is not too great praise to say that they 
excel, not by a day nor a year, but by a hundred years. And foreign 
missionaries are their representatives. For example, let us compare 
the attitude of some of our young evangelists with that of the young 
foreign missionaries. The former, after their studies in Tokyo, go 
out into the country tk preach, and after two or three years tley grow 
pessimistic, disheartened, give vent to dissatisfaction and complaints, 
cannot endure their calling. The latter exhibit endurance, determina- 
tion, boldness and humility. Without freedom in the use of the language, 
in the midst of an imperfect social organization, compelled to listen to 
most discordant masic, living among the Japanese with their utterly dif- 
ferent customs, these men deserve our admiration. The two are simply 
not to be compared. 

Nay more. The Japanese are far from attaining to the indomitable 
perseverance of the men who have gone with their gospel to such places as 
Africa, the South Sea Islands and Central China. It is of course true 
that there are edfects among the Christians of mmeland and America, but 
as gentleman and ladies they conduct themselves as if they had received 
the baptism of Bushido. Now you missionaries are the representatives 
of these men and women. Therefore as elder brothers, it is your duty 
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+o give to the Japanese the refining influence of this pure and tofty 

character. To be a genuine"Christian gentleman" is the highest thing 

that a Japanese can learn. We kust hope that you will take a more positive 

attitude toward the Japanese. Because of your deep reserve you have 

suffered to go unsaid many things that you wished to say, As far as you 

were concerned, this was unavoidable, but your beloved younger brethren 

need your reproof whenever Occasion offers. Even though you should be 

disliked and hated for it, in the name of Christ you should have all 

boldness, When viewed from the Christian standpoint, the Japanese 

character, down to the very words they use, needs no little reform, 

There certainly mst be many things that meet your eyes and ears which 

as Christians cause you pain. We trust that on these points you will 

not hesitate to wield the lash. We know of your efforts to make 

apologies for the Japanese before the Westerners, and we are deeply 

erateful therefore; but we cannot help hoping that for the benefit of 

the Japanese themselves you will point out their fauits without reserve, 

and try to improve upon them, 
IV. 

We must perfect ourselves by means of the religious consciousness 
of Germany, England and America. Christianity, except that of these 
three countries, we cannot regard very highly. Nor do we think that 
we should abandon our Shinto Buddhism and Confucianism, or set aside 
our Bushido to embrace such a faith. ‘The Christianity of the Protestant 
nations alone has value for the whole world. ‘This Protestant religious 
consciousness may in a certain sense be said to be of ereater importance 
than the Scriptures: The 01d Testament has value only as this con- 
sciousness reveals in it a new meaning. And the true value of even the 
New Testament can be revealed only as one possesses this consciousness 

i he 
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and experience. It goes without Saying that, if this living conscious— 
ness and experience are wanting, Old and New Testament alike camot re- 
veal their wonderful glory. our revered and beloved foreign mission-— 
aries are the living representatives of this lofty religious conscious— 
ness and experience. We Japanese even now demand just this thing. 
Whether the nation shall have a vigorous and well rounded development 
or not, depends on whether or not we assimilate this consciousness and 
experience. 
Such being the case, is not your mission in Japan perfectly 
clear?] The purpose of your preaching is not to save men from Hellz 
there is no need for that sort of preaching in Japan, The Japanese have 
set their faces toward Heaven and are making propress in that direction, 
If the 0ld methods of missionary work are to be continued, your mission 
is surely ended. [But if you will share with other men and with another 
people your own experience and the religious consciousness of your nationg, 
and if the burden of your message is the common enjoyment of the blessings 
of the kingdom of Heaven, your mission in Japan is manifest. It is your 
unique duty to share with the men of Japan the basic religious conscious 
ness Of the Protestant nations. Was it not for just such work as this 
that Christ died upon the cposs? ‘The religious consciousness of the 
Japanese possesses a certain excellence of its own, but I need not say 
how immature it is. You with your strong clear ethical asm conscious- 
ness, and your kindly peaceful loving sessibilities, have you né a 
motive that ought to call forth faith from us men of Japan?_ If you are 
conscious of this, then your mission is as clear as the day 
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oppese he—~estah ' meh esuneit—ecause I believe 
that national churches are the normal law of Church extension, and that 
in the past centralization of authority beyond national bounds has been 
fulh of mischief and has brought sorrow to the Church. In my sermon 
before the Lambeth Conference in 1888 I said:—- 

We meet as representatives of national churches, each with 
its own peculiar responsibilities to God for the souls entrusted to its 
care, each with all the rights of a national church to adapt itself to 
: the varying conditions of human society,fand each bound to preserve the 
order, the faith, the sacraments, and the worship of the Catholic Church 

for which it is a trustee. e 

In these words I voiced t sentiment of our late primate, 
Bishop Williams, who wrote me beforg my departure for the Lambuth 
Conference, expressing the hope that in all our deliberations not hing 
would be done to affect the prerogatives of national churches, affirming 
that in the past the greatest evils’ that have came to the Church have , 
come through usurpation of the rights of national churches, and~that-id> 


158 


| 159 ) 


this, leach national church has its own particular difficulties crowing 
out of the sad divisions among Christian men, and under God it alone can 
_ solve the difficulties and heal these divisions, There is danger that 
this work may be hindered, if not prevented, by any appearance of the 
_ intervention of a foreign church against which unjust prejudices micht 
be aroused. 
There is, thank God, 


‘growing recognition among all Engelisn— 
speaking Christians that they Wave a common mission in evangelizing the 
world, Sut until the races $f \jingoes shall have wrished from the 

earth, I believe that an intérvendion of one national church in tho af- 
fairs of another will certainly bring sorrow. gg” 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


The current number of The Church in 
Japan has for frontispiece a picture of the 
interior of Trinity cathedral, Tokyo. The 
architecture of this building, as we are 
informed in an accompanying description, 
is “decorated Gothic of the fourteenth 
century.” The floors and ceiling are made 
of Oregon pine; the stained glass of the 
windows was made in France. The pic- 
ture does not show a trace of divergence 
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from the ecclesiastical architecture 


(8) December 31, 1898 


which we are accustomed. It is an Ang- 
lican church of the most orthodox and 
conventional pattern, set down beside a 
street in Tokyo. There does not appear in 
it the least influence of its Japanese sur- 
roundings. Itis absolutely Occidental. It 
is a foreign substance. It is not a Jap- 
anese church, but an American church in 
Japan. 

The Tokyo cathedral is thus the symbol 
of one of the theories of missions. That 
theory is that the people to whom the 
missionary goes are not to be greatly re- 
garded. Their customs, their politics, 
their social ideas, their art and taste, their 
education, their religion, are not to be 
taken seriously into account. The pur- 
pose of the missionary is to destroy, not 
to fulfil. Hverything is to be begun over 
again from the foundation; the future is 
to be erected upon the ruins of the past. 
The thing to do is to make Oriental peo- 
ple Occidental. They are to be clad in the 
garments of New Hingland; they are to be 
taught English; they are to accommodate 
their backs to the stiff pews of the Ameri- 
can meeting-house; they are to be dili- 
gently instructed in the details of the 


| theological and ecclesiastical quarrels 


which were fought out between disagree- 
ing Christians in France and England 
several hundred years ago; they are to be 
made over into Protestant Episcopalians. 
That is, the mission of the missionary is 
to separate a few persons from their natu- 
ral surroundings and to take them apart 
from all their national life. 

This theory has largely dominated mis- 
sion work. It does not become us who 
look at it from the outside, and who have 
done the same thing at home, lightly to 
condemn it, Honest and earnest men have 
acted upon it, and have saved souls. 
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